
Camden Haven Parish 
 

The Ascension of the Lord, Year A  21 May 2023 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:   You kingdoms of the earth, sing to God: praise the Lord,                                        

    who ascends above the highest heavens;                                                         

    his majesty and might are in the skies, alleluia. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:   God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:                                               

    a blare of trumpets for the Lord 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   Alleluia, alleluia!  Go and teach all people my gospel.                                              

    I am with you always, until the end of the world.                                             

    Alleluia.      

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  Christ, offering a single sacrifice for sins,                                                              

    is seated for ever at God’s right hand, alleluia. 
 

READINGS THIS WEEK:  Acts 1:1-11 Ephesians 1:17-23 Matthew 28:16-20 

  
Forty days after the Resurrection, Jesus ascends to heaven. He ascends triumphant to sit at the Father’s right hand. 
For the disciples, their time of formation with him is over. How is their relationship with him altered? 
 
The First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles gives an account of the Ascension. Jesus promises to send his Holy 
Spirit to be with his disciples, to fill them with his power, so that they can witness to him ‘to the ends of the earth.’  
 
The Psalm emphasises Jesus’s triumph in his Ascension, and the whole Church sings in praise of the Lord who reigns 
over all. 
 
The Second Reading also stresses Christ’s power. His Father has ‘put all things under his feet.’ That power is exercised 
for us, not only in the gifts of his grace, but also in the promise of eternal glories.  
 
Matthew’s Gospel account of the Ascension focuses on Jesus’s authority and his sending forth of the disciples to witness, 
baptise and teach. He promises to be with them ‘to the end of time.’ 

(from Australian Catholics Parish Life) 



. . . . . . . . .         

 

Last of all, Matthew repeats Jesus’ comforting assurance, 

that “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Jesus 

had also promised them that he would not leave us orphans 

(Jn 14:18). He would send the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, to 

inspire, guide and counsel us. Next week, fifty days after 

Easter, we will celebrate Pentecost and the descent of the 

Holy Spirit on the disciples. 

  

 Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the Church later came 

to understand that Mary must also have shared the                 

experience of the Ascension, rising bodily to heaven. In 

August we will celebrate her Assumption into heaven. Here 

indeed is the meaning to today’s feast for each and every 

one of us: it is our destiny to enter heaven too. 

  

 So it is that the Letter to Ephesians exhorts us 

today: “know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 

saints,  and what is the immeasurable greatness of his   

power for us who believe.” 

  

   Anne Hunt © Majellan Media 2023  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I Am With You Always 

          Forty days after Easter, when we 

         celebrated Jesus’ resurrection, today 

        we celebrate his ascension into heaven 

  and to the right hand of the Father.                      

  Artists throughout the centuries have     

  imagined the scene: the disciples staring 

          upwards as the Risen Jesus is lifted up before 

 them and disappears into the clouds. Their last 

glimpse of him is his feet as he disappears from sight. 

  

 Jesus’ ascension marks the definitive ending of his 

previous mode of life among us. How strange, at first thought, 

that we celebrate his departure from us. Would we not greatly 

prefer to have him stay with us, to enjoy his being among us. 

But in his ascension, he departs from us. He is out of sight 

now, no longer bodily among us, having vanished from visibly 

earthly existence. 

  

 And yet, the great mystery of the Ascension is that, 

with the completion of his mission – his life, his death, his 

resurrection and ascension and return to the Father – he is 

now, as never before, with us – and with each and every       

generation of believers, present to us in every moment. He is 

still God with us, Emmanuel. He is indeed more perfectly and 

completely present to us in each moment of our lives than in 

his earthly life. 

  

 The Evangelist, Matthew, brings his gospel to                    

conclusion in today’s gospel reading, but not directing our 

gaze to Jesus ascending into the clouds. Indeed, Matthew 

doesn’t actually mention Jesus’ ascension. Matthew focuses 

instead on Jesus’ final words, his commissioning of the          

disciples: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you.” Jesus’ mission is thus extended to all 

the nations, through us, his disciples. His mission is now our 

mission, the Church’s mission.                                                     

     . . . . . . . . . .  



ROSTERS for                                            

PARISH MINISTRIES                               

27th & 28th May 
 

LAURIETON 5.00pm 

Readers: M Fittock 

Preparation of Gifts: P & A Townsend 

Collectors:  P Lloyd, B Cummins 
 

LAURIETON  7.30am   

Readers:  D Langston 

Preparation of Gifts: M McDonald,               

    W Stedman 

Collectors: T Belcher, G Gray 
 

KENDALL 9.00am    

Readers: A Slager 

Preparation of Gifts: Koenig Family 

Church Cleaning: A Slager 

 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES                                     

THIS WEEK 

Tuesday 23 May                                         

Kendall  9.00am                           

Wednesday 24 May                                         

Laurieton  8.00am                           

 Thursday 25 May                                               

Laurieton  8.00am  

Friday 26 May                                                   

Laurieton Midday 
 

WEEKEND SERVICES                  

Saturday 27 May                                                

Laurieton     5.00pm                                              

Sunday 28 May                               

Laurieton 7.30am                                                

Kendall  9.00am  
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION                                       

4.25pm - 5.00pm  Laurieton                                                  

Saturdays, Laurieton 

 

SACRAMENTS OF                                      
FIRST RECONCILIATION &                 

FIRST EUCHARIST 
 
 First Reconciliation will be 
held at 5.00pm on Thursday 25th 
May in St Peter the Fisherman 

Church. 
 
 First Eucharist will be held at 9.00am on                 

Sunday 18th June in St Peter the  Fisherman 
Church. (*  Mass at Kendall on that day will 
be at 7.30am). 

 
 Parents of children attending State Schools 

in the Camden Haven are to contact the  
Parish Office: 6559 8354 to  enrol their child/
children. 

 
 

The Sisters of St Joseph have prepared an                 
Australian Pilgrimage, “In the Footsteps of Mary 
MacKillop” commencing in Melbourne on 17th                          
October, journeying through Victoria and South                 
Australia, and ending at Mary MacKillop Place, North 
Sydney on 28th October, visiting many places                     
associated with Mary MacKillop’s life and ministry.  
For information and an application form, visit                        
national.pilgrimage@mmmp.org.au or phone                      
8912 4818 
 
 

The Diocese of Lismore Catholic Schools                      
Company is pleased to bring you the newest  edition 
of its newsletter.  To keep up to date with the latest 
from Catholic education, please use this link       
www.bit.ly/3osVWNN.   

 

National Reconciliation Week                                             

27 May to 3 June   

A time for all Australians to learn about our shared 

histories, cultures, and achievements, and to                           

explore how each of us can contribute to achieving 

reconciliation in Australia.                                              

Visit www.reconciliation.org.au 
 

Diocesan  Investment Fund                                                  

The current interest rate on  investments is 3.20%. 

Phone 1800 802 516 or visit dif.org.au  

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR                                            

Mary Sheffield, David Nicholls and           

Roy Ward who died recently and for 

Stan Gleeson whose anniversary occurs 

at this time. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR   Lorraine Stratton 

who is sick at this time.  

http://www.bit.ly/3osVWNN


PROCESSIONAL:    You Are Mine   

I will come to you in the silence,                                          
I will lift you from all your fear.                                  
You will hear my voice,                                                
I claim you as my choice,                                                      
be still and know I am here. 
 

I am hope for all who are hopeless,                                           
I am eyes for all who long to see.                                          
In the shadows of the night,                                          
I will be your light, come and rest in me. 

Refrain:                                                                       
Do not be afraid, I am with you,                                      
I have called you each by name.                                          
Come and follow me, I will bring you home                                    
I love you and you are mine. 
 

I am strength for all the despairing,                                  
healing for the ones who dwell in shame.                     
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free,                                 
and all will know my name. (Refrain) 

© GIA Publications. D Haas.  All rights reserved.                                  
Used with permission One Licence 1009E 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

GIFTS:     Our Supper Invitation 

Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine.                  
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine.                         
Let me befriend you now; eat, take your fill.                                  
Don’t be afraid to dream; love, has its will. 
 

Take up your burden now, walk ‘til you find                                 
just what the journey means; walk while there’s time.                
Food for the journey will answer your need.                            
Don’t be afraid to walk; love, my love will lead. 
 

© 1985, Kevin Bates SM, All Rights Reserved.                               
Used with permission Licence 1009E 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

COMMUNION:       One Love Released 

Refrain:                                                                    
One bread, one body, one cup, one call.                       
One faith, one Spirit present in us all.                                     
One prayer, one blessing, one hope, one peace,                     
One church, one people, one love released. 
                          

Is not this bread we share, the body of our Lord?                        
Is not this wine we drink, the blood of Christ                          
outpoured? 

(Refrain) 
 

 I am the bread of life, eat and you shall live.                        
To those who share this meal, my strength I’ll always 
give. 

(Refrain) 
 

© 1999 Robert H. Frenzel & Kevin Keil & OCP Publications                                      
All rights reserved. Used with permission One Licence 1009E 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING:  I’ll Be Always Loving You 

I am here with you by your side,                                                      
Sheltering your heart from the night. 
 

Refrain:  Wherever you go, whatever you do,                       
    I’ll be always loving you. 
 

Let me love the world through your heart.                                     
Let me heal your wounds with my touch.  (Refrain) 

 

Bridge:  I will be your God, your comforter.                         
 I will hold you close in my heart. 
 

Let me see the world through your eyes.                                     
Let forgiveness shine through your smile.  (Refrain) 

 

© 1987 T Watts & Willow Connection Pty Ltd.  All rights reserved.                         
Used with permission  One Licence 1009E 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

RECESSIONAL:  The Fullness Of God 

The power He can give!                                                                 
May your hidden self grow strong!                                        
And may you live…                                                                    
Strong in faith and built on love…                                             
Until you know;                                                           
How high and long, how wide and deep                                     
The fullness of God. 
 

May the God of Jesus Christ,                                                     
The Father we serve,                                                               
Fill your mind that you may see,                                   
Deep in your heart…                                                            
What hope His call now holds for you:                                      
His promise true:                                                                    
To fill your heart with power to live                                           
The fullness of God.  
 

Know the way you learnt from Christ:                                      
To live life anew!                                                                    
Let your Heart be drawn to Him;                                         
Let Christ renew the hope in you                                
To grow into…                                                   
Goodness and Truth!                                            
And living so you’ll come to know                                      
The fullness of God! 

 

© F Anderson.  All Rights Reserved.                                          
Used with permission Licence 1009E 

 

 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael Roohan            Presbytery & Administration                                                                     

 Business Manager:  Mr Jim Treeves    P O Box 133 Laurieton 2443                         

 School Principal: Mr Rick Galvin                    Ph. 6559 8354 Fax: 6559 6457                         

 www.laurieton.org                          catholi@bigpond.net.au 

HYMNS THIS WEEK 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 

(Pentecost Sunday, Year A) 

Genesis 11:1-9      Romans 8:22-27 

John 7:37-39 

http://www.laurieton.org/

